OPuS event – “The Future of Journals Publishing”
Michael Mabe from the STM organisation spoke to around 100 people on the “Future of Journals Publishing”. This was the first joint OPuS/SYP event, and proved to be very successful. The timing of event proved interesting, as it took place on the day Borders went into administration citing the Internet as a cause.

Michael focussed on 4 main topics to review whether there is a future for journals publishing:

1) Research behaviour – i.e. will researchers still need/use journals?

Short answers is yes, because as researchers they will need and want to publish first, get recognition, report to the right audience, plus also as readers they will want to identify relevant content, select it, cite it and be assured of final and permanent record. Michael considered that the canonical functions of the journal have not altered much in the 350 years since it was first invented. The same things – speed and quality – are still relevant today. He did acknowledge that some disciplines (e.g. high energy physics)  may need journals less.
2) Technology

Although the onset of digital maturity is established, surveys in 1993 and 2005 showed that the same core functions remain. User-generated content challenge and can undermine traditional role (viz Wikipedia). Michael recommended the reading of “The Cult of the Amateur” by Andrew Keane, and said that publishers would do well to embrace these technologies. Key question is how to sustain a business by monetizing.

3) Business models

Currently readers mainly pay (98%). Michael reviewed the various types of Open Access publishing:

- pay to publish (aka “gold”) – can increase cost to publish – corporate “freeload” while funding bodies pay

- delayed – can lead to cancellations. Majority of uses are after 6 months so he advocated for a longer embargo period.

- self-archiving (aka “green”) – is parasitic on the publishing process because uses publisher’s mss.

- pre-print servers – mainly physics – no threat to journals in his opinion

He sees a future for Gold and Delayed OA.

4) Zeitgeist


Will public or political attitudes make journals unsustainable in future? Current attitude is that “e = free”, “what’s yours is mine”, and that public funding should equal public access. Many challenges to the tradition of copyright.
Overall, Michael saw scholarly behaviour remarkably unchanged, though there are technological challenges to the information community, business models can survive but need respect for copyright. Currently there are 1.7 million articles p.a., growing at 3% as research activity and output grows.

